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FORGOTTEN POETS 


We wonder did men hear your songs 
Aa children hear the distant sea 
Within a shell, nor know the source 

To be life's melody! 


We wonder did you walk alone! 
And did men’s ways seem rough and rude! 
Would you have been less lonely in 
Immortal solitude! 


O, dear forgotten dreamers, would 
flome other age, some other place 

Have lifted you on Fame’s broad wings 
Into immortal space! 


Where never singer falla on sleep 
Who does not leave to those awake 

Bueh songs that men cannot forget 
The singer for thelr sake, 


Katnanine M, B, Vauanan, 


— — 
THE STUDY OF POETRY 


Amona the advantages arising from the study of poetry 
we should not overlook ttn Tmpertence as & moans of 
strengthening the memory, of Improving the young in the 
art al reading, and of qualifying them for a profitable 
study of thelr mother tongue, To explain the different 
modes of reading applicable to the several kinds of poetry 
does not come within the scope of this article, 

It is sufficient to observe that the art of readin 
oetry aloud and well, with due regard to emphasis anc 
ntonation, is one of no ordinary difloulty, It demands 
eaveful and accurate attention; it requires a diversity of 
qualifications and the observance of a few general rules; 
lt constitutes an essential branch of a good education; 
and yet it is too generally neglected, even in our bent 
achooln, 

“The great tendency of poetry,” says Channing, in his 
masterly essay on Milton, “is to carry the mind beyond and 
above the beaten, dusty, weary walks of ordinary life; to 
lift it into a purer element; and to breathe into it more 
ene and generous emotion, It reveals to us the love- 
Iness of nature, brings back the freshness of youthful 
feolings, revives the relish of simple pleasures, keeps un- 
quenched the enthusiasm which warmed the spring-time 
of our being, strengthens our interests in human nature 
by vivid delineations of its tenderest and loftiest feelings, 
knits us by new ties with universal beings, and through 
the brightness of its prophetic visions helps faith to lay 
hold on the future life.” 

Descriptions of the seasons, the revolutions of day and 
night, the sublime phenomena of nature, the charms of 
beautiful scenery, the various occupations and modes of 
life, the social and domestic affections, the love of the 
mother-land, portraits of eminent characters, lyric and 
ballad poetry—all these fertile topics open up a copious 
source of knowledge and intellectual gratification to the 
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reader of poetry of all ages and of every variety of tante, 

“Works of ph losophy and aclence,” says a biographical 
writer, “are only the study of a few superior minds,” but 
the productions of imagination are perused by people of 
every description, 

The pleasure we derive from the works of the poets 
naturally leads us to reflect on thelr characters; we feel 
more acquainted with them than with authors of a different 
desoription; and it is only in them that we not only 
allow egotiam, but perhaps feel mont Interested when they 
speak of themaelves, 

We feel the deepest aympathy in Milton’s blindness; in 
yoading Cowper we delight in the sweet shades of Olney, 
and wish we could participate in the intellectual conversa. 
tlon of ite drawing-room, How much do we lament that 
we know so little of Shakespeare, who knew so much of 
us ally whose living seenes could deplot every human 
heart and lay open its inmost feelings; whose portraits 
represent the concealed villain in his native colours, till 
the resemblance awakens the anguish of remorse; whose 
wild imagery transports us to a different region of exist- 
ence; whose tenderness softens the hardest, whose sublimity 
exalts the lowest, and whose humour rouses the moat torpld 
mind! 

One wonders at the tendency of the present time to 
the negleot of the poets, for poetry constitutes, with all 
who look upon education in ite true light, that of the 
formation of character, an important means of refining 
and elevating the mind, of oultivating the aympathies of 
our nebure, and of Improving those hablia of perception 
wid adaptation whieh are so valuable to all, 

We wonder, too, that 16 la not vegarded as a means of 
Inwoducing the young, harmlessly and without danger, to 
w study of the human heart, without some knowledge of 
whieh the beat intentions are apt to fall in effect, and 
the noblest efforts to fall short of the good proposed, 

In the words of Coleridge, “ Poetry has been to me an 
exceeding great reward; it has soothed my affiletion; tt 
has multiplied and refined my enjoymenta; it has endeared 
my solitudey and tt has given me the habit of wishing to 
(iseover the Good and the Beautiful in all that meets 
and surrounds me,” Erte Stacks, 


During the last month the following notable additions 
were made to the Boolety’s Ilst of patrons or vice-preal- 
dente:-—The Marchioness of Londonderry, Mr, William 
Watson, Mr, George Macaulay Trevelyan, Bir Herbert 
Beerbohm Tree, and Mrs, Jopling Rowe, 


“ * 


Everywhere we are meeting with a greater recognition 
of poetry as an essential factor in life. The writer of a 
practical article on “The Bedroom Bookshelf,” in the 
‘ladies’ pages” of a recent issue of the Pall Mall Gazette 
gives the following pertinent advice :—" Put some volumes 
of poetry among your books—and read them. Poetry keeps 
the heart young, and, if the beauty and passion of certain 
verse brings a regretful sigh it will also help you to under- 
stand what ihe Joe eople about you may be feeling at 


the moment. Poetry is the best specific for keeping the 
heart and mind young.” 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF 


THE 
POETRY SOCIETY 


While recognising the absolute necessity of an offeial 
Journal, the Council has been faced with the difleulty of 
issuing it more frequently than three times a year, although 
a monthly issue is essential for the Journal if it is to fulfll 
its funetions as a gasette and a means of sommunieation 
between headquarters and eentves and members, A 
monthly issue, however, was impossible at this stage of 
the soelety’s development, unless membership subserip: 
bion had been doubled, 

Hut, hy the courtesy of the proprietors of Tam Acapamy, 
the GCounell ia now able to lasue the Powriean Cann 
monthly av a apeclal supplement to Tam Acapamy, Mem 
bere will appreciate thin highly satlefactory arrangement, 
whevehy once a month they will veeelve not only the 
Powrteay, Gaswirt which will All with a greater degree 
af continuity ita ehlef office as the offelal journal of the 
society, and will preserve and develop the literary features 
which eaused it to be so much appreciated hy members 
and many non-membersbub also a copy of the leading 
literary journal, ‘The advantages are so apparent and the 
gain to members and the soclety so considerable that we 
feel sure members will not object to paying a amall extra 
sum for the privilege of obtaining the two journale monthly, 
Thelr contyibution towards the extwa expense of thin 
monthly lane in a very small one, each member being 
required to pay la, to headquarters direct ov through the 
looal secretary, in return for which the Powriean Ganwrrn 
and the particular issue of Tim Acanamy of which it forma 
a part, will be supplied for six months, The advantage 
of this scheme ia obvious when we point out we should 
have heen obliged to ask members to pay at least half the 
nominal price of the Powriean if it had been issued inde 
pendently, 

Cente secretaries will see that this arvangement is 
brought to the notice of members, and will eolleet the 1s, 
contribution to the Journal fund, and vemil to headquarters 
hy the end of the eurvent month, 

A further privilege is offered members—that of becoming 
vegilar aubsevibers to Tow Acapumy at a vedueed rate, 
The ordinary subseription rate to the weekly lame ia 15s, 
per annum; members of the Poeiwy Boglely may obtain it 
fov 10a, per annum, or Ba, Gd, per quarter, post free, pro 
vided it in ordered through headquarters; otherwise ovdl 
nary subseription rates will apply, 

Mombera will be expected to keep themselves acquainted 
with the society's movements and developments and 
announcements as recorded in the monthly Gagetie, which 
will enable us to give adequate notice of fortheoming 
events, 

In subsequent months the Powrtean will be issued as a 
supplement to Tun Acapmmy on the first Saturday in each 
month, 

Additional copies of the combined journals may be 
obtained at the ordinary price through any newsagent, 

In future coples of the Journal will not be avallable 
for propaganda purposes Ull a fortnight after publication, 
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THE POETRY SOCIETY IN 
AUSTRALIA 
A SUCOBSSFUL INAUGURAL MENTING, 


Tun Poetry Sovlety was introduced to Bouth Australia 
last year by Lady ®Bymon, wife of Biv Josiah Symon, 
senior Benator of the State in the Commonwealth Parlin 
ment, and ex-Attorney-General for the Commonwealth, In 
May last the inaugural meeting of the Bouth Australian 
branch was held at Adelaide, and the Adelaide Duily 
Hevald published the following interesting report: 

There was # brilliant funetion at the banqueting room, 
‘Town ‘Hall, when the inaugural meetin at the Poetry 
Hoclety bf Bouth Australia was held, Lady Dosanquet 
(wife of the Governor of Bouth — * haw neceptad the 
wesldenay of the soclety, which haw for ite view presidents 
ils Honour Mir John Gordon, Menavor Aly dowlah Aymon, 
KO, the Hon, BP, MoM, Glynn, and Me, Avehibald Mackie 
The eounell conslat of Lady Mymon, Minow Heyne and 
Leworthy, and Mona, Ht, W, Ufindell, and Hy A, Parsons 

Mr, Mackie vead an addvews to Lady Howanquet, la whieh 
lb Wan abated | 


"We consider ourselves fortunate in being able 
io secure your ladyship as our fivat president, 
and we vecognise that in aeoepting that offve 
you honour us, and, at the same time, evinee your 
deep interest in the cause of culture in Mouth 
Australia, Defore calling upon your ladyahip to 
ileclave the soolety formed, we beg fave bo wake your 
gracious acceplance of this amall token of our appre 
lation of your ladyahip's distinguished presence here 
thin evening, It \, & book of pooma by Agnes LL, 
Miorrle, This selection has been made for two reasons, 
Vin, the high exvellence of the lines and the faet that 
they ave from the pen of a lady who wae born near 
Adelaide,” 

Tan Naw von tin Boowy, 


In declaving the society formed, Lady Hosanquet sald) 


"T am very gratified ab being herve this evening, 
and to feel - am the fivat President of the Poetry 
Hiecital Mociety of Mouth Australia, JF think in these 
prosaie days, when yearly those who cave for, appre 
diate, and write poetry appear to be fewer in number, 
that a solely whieh aims at teaching us, nob only 
bo appreciate and understand, but also to endeavour 
to emulate the rhythm, the sympathy, and force of 
those past masters in poetry, who though they have 
gone from amongst us, have left behind them the 
echoes of thely songs to go sounding down the ages, 
should receive our warmest support, and the originator 
of it our deep gratiivdetor lite la nob only a abern 
veulity, it needs softer, brighter touches to aheer ws 
on our way, and thowe bright touches come to ene 
And all of ua at times when we read in poetry of great 
and noble deeds, of high and beautiful thoughts, that 
have come to nobler minds than ours, bub that by 
ihely strength and power valse us for the moment to 
thelr level, And anything that ennobles wa, if even 
only for a passing moment, is a good, an everlasting 
good to our earth-bound souls, Poetry has a = 
and noble place in this world, and often the words we 
read, though they seem to pass away from our minds, 
may in after years come back to sivengthen and com 
fort us in moments of trouble and despair, We have 
had great historians, men of selence, artista, soulptors, 
who have all in thelr day helped and ennobled man 
kind, but who has ever given men strength to endure, 
courage in deapaly, help to overcome diMfeuttion, or 
enabled them to realise the beauties of the world In 
which they live, and the power of love, as have the 
noul-ativving words of the earth's greatest poet, the 
Shepherd King, David! 1 feol sure that this soelety, 
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now in its infanoy, has a great future before it, more 
especially if all ites members are those who really and 
truly love poetry, for as another immortal poet tells 
tie | 
“' Te is the heart and not the brain 
That to the highest does attain,’ ” 


‘Tne Reapina of Powrny, 


Mir John Gordon sald he was a very ardent lover of 
pootry, and also & persistent reciter—to himself, MMe had 
a four-mile walk every day, and during the time so oeeupled 
le was constantly murmuring something to himeelf, and 
it was mostly poetry that ocoupled his attention, But for 
him poetry must have vhythmehe detested a ragged 
rhythm, len he was a boy hia father had told him to 
lawn Colllow Ode, bub he could not manage to do ib, 
although he struggled ab the task, Tin father thought he 
had nob dled, and reproached himy bub hie mother 
intovfoved in the iInteventa of peace, and promiaed that if 
he would learn the ode by the next morning he should 
have iwo eames fov hin breakfast, (Laughter) And when 
iheve were nine ehildven, all whales on egga, in a poor 
minister's family, thab was a big thing to promine, He 
did not think he quite sueoeeded in learning the ode, bub 
le vather thought he got the two eggs, 

The cadence of rhyme had something the same effect as 
a good amoke to a man, ov, as he had heard, the gentle 
brushing of the haly had to womaneelb was a nareotle, 
The habit of veelting as one walked had one or two draw 
hacks, He had experleneed one of them the other day, 
He happened to own a little pleee of land on whieh he 
allowed people to run racehordes, He enjoyed ib by walk 
lig vound tt Hecently he wae walking along reolting 
to himeelf ae he went, He waa in "full Ay," had beeome 
rather exelied, and was waving hin wtlol as he walked, 
Just ae he approached the Lunatio Asylum he passed one 
of the transverse hedges traversing the course when he 
same ipon a group of boys playing, One of the lada, who 
lie Wha wlite would he a future Napoleon, grasped the 
sittiation and shouted to hin comrades, "Hoya, he's mad, 
Hun for your lives,” (Laughter) 

‘The human voles, continued Miy John Gordon, was 
the moat beautiful organ in the world, and poetry would 
‘iot be enjoyed so much from the mere reading as from 
lis declamation—-just as there were very few ey who 
sould thoroughly enjoy music merely from veading the 
score, The charm te the ear, the *54 and the musie 
constituied only a very small part of the serviee poetry 
had vendered, and was still vendering, to mankind, 
Millions of men had been inspired by it before the invention 
of printing, and by the same means mankind was atill 
being inapived to brave and courageous deeds, 


Tun Gamarnnes oF Powrny, 


Honatoy Aly Jowlah Aymon sald @ly John Gordon, who, 
ilthough he had told them that he was an ardent lover of 
poetry, had not mentioned the faet that he was a poet him 
nolf-—and there wae no one move competent to lead them 
‘ivough the vealma of poesy, Hin tak had heen 
lightened by the addvess of Lady Dosanquet, and 
he thought lt would be difleult for them to secure 4 
hotter president for the soalety, He had also been usslated 
hy the fact that Adelaide was the elty of oulture in 
Austvalia, That statement was not unchallenged, but as 
lt had been received from an eminent literary gentleman 
who had spent a short time amongst them he intended to 
hold on to the title as long as possible, 

The name of the society proclaimed that lt was concerned 
with poetry, The poet pointed the lessons that were to be 
learnt from the beauty, the sweetness, the sorrow, and the 
kvandeur of Nature, Poetry must be spontaneous and 
natural, for if it were forced or artificial the result would 
he fatal, It was the most beautiful of all written things 
the golden path of literature, All great poetry was tinged 
hy the thought and reflected the spirit of the age to whlch 
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it belonged, But all poetry was not epic, And lyrio 
poetry 1b was that came home moat to the hearts of the 
people, What would be the fate of — in these days 
of machinery it would be hard to tell, as it was difloult 
lo imagine the muse voyaging in a smell of petrol instead 
of that of hay, There was no school thay opened to them 
the mother tongue like that of poetry, The utility of the 
soolety would lie in creating # public taste, Mduoation 
belonged to the nation, but a man’s culture rested with 
himeelf, and that was why they appealed to the individual, 
He wae an ardent believer in rem ing aloud, He thought 
that the schools failed to some extent in that direction, The 
Hnaglish language was worth — aloud, and ib was 
worth reading well, In poetry they had the treasures of 
the Mnglish tongue arrayed in all thelr perfeotions, 


Avarnanian Powrny, 


The soclety dealved to oultivate the sense of poetry where 
ib did nob alveady oxlab, 1b also dealved to ; ve a apeolal 
shore of abtention to Australian poetrye-both for what ib 
wae and what lb must become, The poetry of the Bouthern 
Crom did not yet pomieas the abundance ov the vlehnens 
of that of Mngland, ub there was much Australian 
poetry of & Ané=-some of ib very Anee-quality, They had 
poets who deseribed thely land with a vividness that was 
peculiarly Australian, Australia should become the nursing 
nother of the artiof musie, of poetry, and of paint 
ing-—-in the southern seas, The divine breath of poesy was 
present, although life was yet too sivenuous in work and 
in play to give imagination an opportunity for full ex 
pression, Australians need move leisure, The Australian 
poets should beware of the consolous or unconsolous imita: 
tion of the poetry of other eountvies, They must make 


thelr poetry original, national, and characteristio, The 

hoolely sould lve encouragement to Australian 

poetry by provic ath — publie, To the 
4 


pete lhe would way, 


ob not failure, even long-continued 
ailuve, daunt you,” 


The gremt Australian poet waa to 
‘ome, The wreath was waiting; where were the brows bo 
hear it! (Cheera,) 

Following on an address by My, Glynn, which we hope to 
publish later, i) was announced that ountves of the sovlety 
would shortly be formed in the various suburbs, The 
sovlety's thanks were extended to Lady Bosanquet, Lady 
Symon, Mv John Gordon, Mir Josiah Mymon, and Mr, 
Glynn, and the opinion was expressed that after the 
splendid beginning that had been made, and the exeellent 
examples that had been set, the standard of work acoom 
plished should be very high, 


"The Tosary” (Thomas Howltt Mason; Andvew Mel- 
vane, Le, Gd, net) ia a dainty little volume prettily bound, 
hub much of the verse ia incomprehensible, 


* * 


"Pooma” (Mvelyn Moove; George Routledge and Bon, 
Lid, da, Gc.) In a little book of verses, whieh show feeling 
ind imagination, “Answered” expresses pleasantly a 
thought that haw oeourved to mont of us, although we do 
nob approve of the rhyming in the last stansa; 


How do you sleep and veat—that all too soon, 
Unwearied and unwilling went away 

To death! Time did but lead you towards your noon; 
Live purpose lit the morning of your day, 


Hiven heve I saw the ceaseless inner sense 

Show through the thin appearance of your sleep, 
Rroken and vexed with dreama of diligence, 

O, seven-day working soul, how do you keep 


Your Sabbath!—you that never found the charm 
Of peace, nor e'er sat idle in the sun; 
You, like the sea without her moods of calm} 
You, like the shallow streamea that flash and run! 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
SOCIETY 
ACTIVE PROPAGANDA WORK. 


Tue first annual meeting of the Poetry Society was held 
in the Throne Room of the Holborn Restaurant on May 285, 
in accordance with notice given in the April issue of the 
journal, Mr. 8. Watson, hon, solicitor, presided, 

The Chairman remarked that when the attendance at 
the annual meeting of a society or company was small, as 
that afternoon, it was understood that membors were satis- 
fied with affairs, The very highly successful anniversary 
dinner had done much to make known and establish the 
Society, 

The Director read the following report, which was re- 
ceived and adopted on the motion of Mr, MeAlpine, 
seconded by Miss Hallam, 


“ All of you are aware from the journal and other 
sources of what has been done by the Society during 
its first year of existence, But necessarily the greater 
part of the work has been below the surface, The 
work of the Society has demanded more constant atten- 
tion and care than was at first imagined, And a great 
part of the unremitting co-related effort that has been 
made has not borne immediate fruit, If we are not 
working for posterity, we are at least working for the 
future, and the work of the past year will be more 
evident in the coming year, Much that we have done 
has been experimental, and resulis showed us what 
could and ought to be done—they showed forelbly 
how desirable, even necessary, auch a Moclety is, It 
remains with us to develop on the lines of the exper!|- 
ence thus gained, 


OMNTRH ORGANISATION, 


"Oentre organisation is, and will remain, the chief 
object and strength of the Society, It is the most 
practical way of making membership effective, of 
giving every member an active interest in the Society, 
and also of influencing the general public, Through 
its centres the influence of poetry should be brought 
to bear on all sections of the community throughout 
the English-speaking world, We have experienced 
more difficulty than we expected in forming centres, 
The practical value and seope of any movement, how- 
ever desirable and worthy, are not realised at once, 
and all the best people are not attracted immediately, 
We have had to exercise discretion in selecting local 
organisers, even when they have been forthcoming. 
In many places we have not been able to find members 
with sufficient enthusiasm, energy, influence, and 
character to undertake the formation of a local centre, 
What can be done when the right person takes the 
work up and is actively identified with it has been 
shown in the cases of Hampstead, Kensington, Bristol, 
in particular, Other branches now active, or in course 
of formation, are Hull, Lewisham, Streatham, Ply- 
mouth, Bournemouth, Eastbourne, Nottingham, 
Dublin, Cork, Elstree, Aberdeen, and Belfast (where 
Dr, Maginn, fired with enthusiasm by the dinner, has 
taken up the work with spirit. We have members 
scattered throughout the English-speaking world, and 
in Australia a large Australasian branch has been 
formed by Lady Symon. We have no doubt branches 
will be formed much more rapidly in the coming 
autumn, It is highly essential that this should be 
so, and that membership should increase in much 
greater numbers, for the success of the Society in 
every respect depends on a large membership, tho 
Society, like its subscription, being on a democratic 
basis, with the intention of its being strong numeric- 
ally, as well as representative, appealing to all 
cultured people everywhere. 





“We have not received as much help from many of 
the original members as we had the right to —2 
We looked to them as being the missionaries of the 
Society, themselves poetry lovers and readers, who 
while welcoming, did not personally need, such a 
Society, but joined it in order to bring others under 
an influence they already felt and recognised, Head- 
quarters look to centres, and through centres to mem- 
bers, for active, hearty assistance in all the work 
undertaken by the Society. Membership is not « 
selfish business, and not for personal es and 
advantage only, but it carries responsibilities towards 
the Soclety and towards those who are not members 

et. The burden of carrying on and extending the 
Boclety should not be left to an ardent few, however 
agreeable to bearing it the few are, We expect more 
from members than their subscription, Their relation 
to the Society, of which they form an integral part, is 
not a oash one entirely, one for which they are pro- 
vided with a certain number of pleasant meetings, and 
are brought into touch with other people with a com- 
mon interest. The Society needs their help in many 
ways, not only in adding to the membership, but in 
making possible the special —** through which 
we hope to reach the outside public. We are not 
members of the P/R.S. merely for our own edifica- 
tion, 

Apuotal Muntings, 


“During last winter we arranged a number of 
general meetings in London, and we shall be able 
io avvange w series of lectures open to all members 
during next autumn and winter, But we find that 
membership meetings are best arranged by and 
through the centre organisations, Headquarters and 
centres must keep in touch and work together to make 
membership actual and effective, The meetings for 
which headquarters are responsible will become more 
and more — meetings, developing the 
policy of the Society, but intended to supplement 
certain meetings, and to reach the public at large, 
This is the more public side of our work, and while 
whenever possible members will take precedence of 
the —— ublic, and where a charge for admission 
is made will be offered nominal rates, yet such meetings 
must be regarded from the propaganda standpoint, 
and additional to ordinary membership privileges. 
Thus it would not be the desire of members to confine 
the Over-seas poetry evening to be held shortly to 
London members only, or to abandon such a meeting 
if it were found not feasible to hold it for members 
only, It is better for such a meeting to be open to 
the public whom it is likely to attract, so that our 
movement may be extended and funds provided for 
general purposes. In the same way it is proposed 
that a feature be made of the meeting Sir E. Shackle- 
ton has promised to attend, admitting the general 
public at a charge which will make them realise the 
advantages of being members of the Society, This 
reminds me that such special meetings must be pro- 
moted and used in order to supplement membership 
fees in providing the much needed funds for propa- 
ganda work. All such fixtures involve a lot of work 
in the arranging of details, advertising, printing, sell- 
ing tickets, etc., over and above the necessity for 
headquarters having funds for general expenses of 
administration and organisation, the issue of the 
journal, the expenses of popular meetings at which 
no charge can be made, etc. 

“With the formation of centres we shall be able to 
hold public recitals throughout the —* at which 
qualified exponents of the art of speaking verse will 


be able to show the general public what an exquisite 

leasure can be derived from the reading of poetry. 
We should be able to send a small company of readers 
and speakers on tour in the autumn. For the autumn 
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lectures, with a view to stimulating the formation of 
centres, have been offered by Mr, Maurice Browne and 
Mr, Harold Munro, both highly qualified and suit- 
able gentlemen, 
successful 
general interest, and brought the Socievy prominently 
before the public, and been instrumental in promoting 


Reference was also made to the | 
anniversary dinner, which had excited | 


| 
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the gunenel cbiects of the Society, and to the Chaucer | 


recital given that day under the direction of Mr: 
Daniel Jones.” 


The following letter from Lady Margaret Sackville, 
dated Edinburgh, May 3, 1910, was read :— 


“T regret having to resign the Presidency of the 
Society, I recognise that it has high ideals, which 
it is sincerely endeavouring to carry out. I shall 
always sympatheticall watoh the development of its 
main idea—the intelligent speaking of verse, which 
is & very misunderstood art at the present day, Cir- 
cumstances prevent me from taking an active part 
in the carrying out of the scheme, but if you succeed 
in changing the conventional conception as to how 
poetry should be spoken, you will have done a very 
good work, With my best wishes for wie Soclety’s 
BUCECES, 

" Belleve me, sincerely yours, 
" Mangansr Sackvinin,” 


On the motion of the Chalrman, who remarked that Lady 
Margaret wished to produce a poetical play in the autumn 
(probably " The Duke of Gandia” or " Furia,” by arrange 
ment with Mr, Watts Dunton), the resignation was accepted, 
and Lady Margaret was thanked for her serviees in the 
formation of the Boclety, regret being expressed that her 
frequent absence from London prevented her taking a 
move active part in the Boolety’s work, 

Miss Lioyd moved the following resolution, of which 
due notice had been given;-— 

"That the name of the Society be changed by the 
omission of the word ‘Recital,’ the Bociety to be 
known as ‘The Poetry Society,’ founded as the Poetry 
Recital Society, to encourage the private and public 
reading of poetry, to develop the art of speaking verse, 
and to obtain a wider recognition and appreciation 
of poetry,” 


Mr, Sturge Moore seconded, and in the general discus- 
tion which ensued it was pointed out that the original 
name of the Society had been considered experimental, 
expressing rather the means than the end in view, and 
some ambiguity would be avoided by the simplification 
of the name, the word “ Recital,” which had been con- 
sidered more expressive and attractive than “ Reading,” 
having led to —58 misconception, The simplified 
form, which had been considered too ambitious and vague, 
was more acceptable now the great scope and potentialities 
of the Society had been better realised and understood, 
and would not signify any deviation from the recognised 
and clearly defined objects of the Society. An amendment 
to defer final consideration of the question having been 
defeated, the resolution was agreed to. 

‘The Chairman said Lord Coleridge had intimated his 
willingness to be elected President for one year. This was 
& great honour to the Society from every point of view, 
not only on account of his Lordship’s prominent position 
and his connection with one of the greatest of English 
poets, but also because of his personal interest in, and 
deep knowledge of, poetry. The Rev. F. de W. Lushing- 
ton seconded, and the motion was carried by acclamation. 

The following having been nominated were elected mem- 
bers of the Council:—Mr. Alfred Perceval Graves, Mr. 
R. Hambly, Miss L. Lloyd, Miss Julie Huntsman, Mr. J. 
Henniker-Heaton, and Madame San Carola, 

The Treasurer was prevented from attending by political 
work, and the statement of accounts was not to hand. 
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This latter was ordered to be printed and circulated with 
the report, and is appended, 
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REVIEW 


A l’vaetioal Handbook on Hloeution, By Roww L, Paray, 
(Swan, Sonnenschein and Go, 3s, net.) 


Miss Patry'’s book is a practical and comprehensive 
work, Brom @ short and conoise analysis of tne various 
forms of poetry, through a systematic elooution drill, she 
leade to the appropriate method of giving expression to 
poelry by means of volee, pose, and gesture, 

Her system of training and developing the volee with 
the ald of muse is much to be commended ; it enlarges the 
compass of the speaking voice, thus mitigating any ten 
dency to monotonous delivery, 

We could wish she had not insisted so much on the 
development of the abdominal muscles in breathing, with- 
out insisting equally on the importance of keeping and 
developing the elasticity of the upper chest walls, The 
modern method of “deep” breathing tends to neglect the 
upper parts of the lungs, and this jn many cases gives 
rise to a protruding of the lower ribs and a lessening of 
movement in the upper lungs, resulting sometimes in a 
“fixed” chest and the evils attending such a condition, 
Eventually the voice becomes hard and strained, and the 
figure abnormally large round the waist, ‘Teachers of 
elocution little realise this; in fact, it is considered by 
many indispensable that the lower ribs should protrude 
and the waist be enlarged, Modern medical science, how- 
ever, is realising that there are dangers attached to this 
method, 

In all other points the book is much to be commended, 
Those who wish for a clear enunciation in reading or speak- 
ing, equally with those studying elocution as an art, cannot 
do better than practise the exercises most suited to remedy 
their own defects in the infinite variety submitted to their 
selection.—O, M. M. 





Apropos of the Society’s desire to give entertainments 
in connection with popular gatherings, it has been proposed 
that a recital company, to be known as “The Poeticals,” 
be formed to fill engagements on behalf of University 
settlements and other social and religious institutions. 
We shall be glad to hear from members able to take part 
in this practical effort to develop a popular interest in 
and taste for poetry. We should be glad also to hear 
from persons willing and qualified to take charge of centres 
in working-class districts, and in connection with factory 
girls’ and other clubs. The complete and definite organisa- 
tion of this work is very desirable. We can find plenty 
of scope for the efforts of leisured, cultured volunteer 
helpers. 
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THE APPEAL OF THE POETRY 
SOCIETY 
OPEN LETTER FROM LORD COLERIDGE, 


The wide appeal of the Poetry Society is indicated in 
the following letter from the President. 

Sin,—This Society has been founded to nourish the 
love of Poetry in the heart of man, 

In a material age there is need to keep alive the 
imaginative side of human life, 

The object of those who have started the Boviety 
will be attained in proportion to the public support 
which it receives, 

At present contribution to the ordinary membership 
lias been fixed as low as five shillings a year in the 
hope that support may come from every class, But 
it is obvious that not much active work can be done 
unless the membership attains to great numbers, 

To supplement this, honorary membership at one 
guinea a year, and life membership at ten guineas 
ae offered to those who are in sympathy with the 
cause, aid whose means may enable them to assist, 

At present all the work is done by the officers of 
the Moelety without fee or reward, for whieh the 
Movlety is gradeful, 

Already we have encouragement from the Colonies, 
and loeal githerings have been held and ave in eon 
lemplation to bring together the lovers of Poetry by 
recitals, by discussion, and in other ways to stimulate 
the love of the Poets, and to spread fav and wide thelr 
message to man, 

Information may be had from the Beeretary, and 
subseriptions and donations may be sent to the 
Troasurver at Clun House, Surrey Street, Strand, W,O, 

Conrmnipan, President, 

The Society has much need of personal help, Persons 
qualified to take an active part in the formation of local 
centres would be particularly weleomed, We want a 
centre not only in every town, in every place which has 
i musical festival or society, but in every parish and 
village, Our fleld is the more open because we do not 
compele with any other Boclety—ours is not a work of 
supererogation, we are not doing what another body is doing 
an effectively And thoroughly, And we aleo need financial 
support to enable us to carry on our propaganda and 
organisation more adequately, 

—_—_—_— 

As «a practical development of the Bociety'’s work and 
a qualified demonstration of the art of speaking verse, it 
is proposed to give a series of recitals at the Steinway Hall, 
under the management of Mr, T. Arthur Russel, Before 
embarking on this desirable enterprise, however, it is 
necessary to raiso a guarantee fund, although we are 
advised there is every likelihood of a twelve-weeks’ season 
being successful financially, 

* * 

Dr, P. 8, Boas, who is to lecture on behalf of the Society 
at King's College on November the 4th, is the general 
secretary of the English Association, and has been much 
associated with advanced literature teaching, For a 
number of years he was an Oxford University Extension 
Lecturer, and subsequently Professor of History and Eng- 
lish Literature at Queen's College, Belfast; additional 
Examiner in English to Edinburgh University; Clark 
Lecturer in English at Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
now Inspector (English Literature and Language, ete.) 
L,.C.0, Education Department, He has edited a number 
of the older dramatists and poets, and with such , wide 
experience and knowledge and love of the subject his 
lecture is sure to be a fine intellectual treat, Sir Frank 
Marzials, C. B. will appropriately preside; for, in addition 
to being a poet, his many publications include a well- 
known life of Robert Browning. We trust members will 
not only avail themselves of the opportunity thus provided, 
but will make the lecture widely known. 
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CENTRE REPORTS 


A Centre is being formed at the King’s Weigh House, 
Thomas Street, Grosvenor Square, W., with the Rev, 
BE, W. Lewis as president. It was inaugurated on Octo- 
ber 14 with a special recital by Miss Clara Reed. Another 
special recital, to which all interested are invited, will be 
given in the Lounge on Friday evening, October 28, when 
the President will give a short address, 


Ordinary Centre meetings will be held fortnightly in the 
drawing-room of the King’s Weigh House Club, and on 
each alternate Friday evening a teaching centre will be 
conducted by Miss Reed, Bnoouraging — is being 
taken in this development by several of the large West: 


End business houses, and the Centre has the warm approval 
of the Rev, RK. J, Campbell, 


A South Hampstead Centre is being formed by Mme, 
Fischer-Hobell, and a meeting will be held shortly at 
157, King Herpy's Toad, Swiss Cottage, This new Centre 
will relleve the senior Hampstead Centre, whieh has grown 
prodigiously, owing to members drawn from a very large 
area attending its meetings, 


— 


A meeting of members in the Clapham district will be 
held shortly in order to form a local Centre, We are in 
great need of an active organiser in this district, 


A fouth African branch is being formed by Mme, 
Raffalovich (Charlotte Mansfeld), who is being enthu 
siastcally supported, 


— — 


To promote the application of the technique of élocutlon 
to the art of speaking and reading verse, the Bocloty is 
prepared to recommend efficient teachers to secondary and 
other schools, Further details may be obtained from the 
office of the Society, 

Members of the Council are reminded that the ordinary 
monthly meetings of the Council are held on the last 


Wednesday in each month at 3,30 p.m, Next meeting, 
October 26, 


— - 


KASTBOURNE, 
A branch of the Society has been formed at Kasthourne, 


Councillor J, EB. Wright, F.R.8.L., having been elected 





the first President, Three monthly meetings have been 
held, at two of which short poems have been read by 
members, each poem and its reading having subsequently 
formed the subject of fruitful discussion, For the ensuing 
winter it has been decided to discuss Shakespeare's 
“Qoriolanus,” and a character has been allotted to each 
member of the Society, Major H. P. Molineux, J.P., has 
consented to become a Patron, and the Hon, Sec, is Mr. 
J. H. Hardcastle, Public Library, Eastbourne, 





HAMPSTEAD, 
The meetings of this Centre are held at 150, Finchley 


* Road, on the first and third Tuesday in each month, At 


the last meeting on October 4 members gave selections 
from living poets, the president, Lady Strachey, reading 
poems by Henry Newbolt and R, Bridges; while Miss 
Julie Huntsman abridged Yeates’s charming “Land of 
Heart’s Desire”; Miss E. 8. Bass chose “ Daff and 
Winnie,” by Alfred Noyes, and Mr, Kelly “In June,” b 
Alfred Austin, Amongst other readers were Miss D, N. 
Hallam, Miss Rossi, and Miss Ottaway, The president 
proposed, and Miss Julie Huntsman seconded, a vote of 
thanks to Miss 8. M. English, the retiring hon, secretary, 
who is going abroad. She is succeeded by Miss E. Vaughan 
Jenkins, 31, Antrim Mansions, South Hampstead, N.W. 
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HULL. 
Interest continues to be maintained, 
increase of membership beginning of next year. Meetings 
are held fortnightly, and are well attended, F. J, Popham, 
hon, sec,, 29, Lambert Street, Mull, 





NORTH LONDON, 

Beoretary: Miss Jessie Wright, “ Dereholm,” Oakleigh 
Road, New Southgate, 
A most — summer session has been enjoyed by 
the members of this Centre, In the early summer a Milton 
evening was held, opened by a 7 by the vice-president, 
Mr, &. B. Wise, on the Life of ilton, followed by read- 
ings of selections from Milton’s works and concluded by 
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We expect an | 


| 
| 


a part reading of “ Comus.” On the ensuing Saturday after: | 


noon several members made a pilgrimage to Milton's 
Cottage at Chalfont Mt, Giles—a most delightful expedition, 

Mrs, Richardson, of Oakleigh Park, kindly entertained 
the members to tea in July and lent her beautiful 
for the reading of outof-door poetry, 
weather was not kind, but the nature poetry of Shake 
apeare, Wordsworth, Tennyson, and others (including Mr, 
Nudyard Kipling's well-known lines on Sussex) was much 
enjoyed even within doors, 

A meeting was arranged for in a glade in Epping Forest, 
with “ Blisabethan Nature Poetry” for the subject, but 
owing to several reasons this had to be cancelled, 

On Beptember 29 the opening meeting of the winter 
session was held, when, after a paper on the Life of 
Tennyson, members read and recited selections from 
Tennyson's works, and a rendering of Tennyson's drama, 
"The Faloon,” was given by four members, 

The next meeting will be held on October 27, and the 
subject will be “ The Work of Living Poets,” 

ith much regret we have to announce the temporary 
resignation of our president, Mra, Grace Carlton, B.A,, 
who has left town for some months, In her absence Mr, 
8, FB. Wise has kindly consented to act as president, 


THE EPICS OF ROWBOTHAM, 
THE MODERN HOMER, 


| 


arden | 
Unfortunately, the | 


| 


IF \OU WANT 
to be able to speak perfectly, 
TO RECITE PORTRY 








OLIFTON, BRISTOL. 

The autumn session will begin with a meeting at the 
Clifton Arts Club. Professor Cowl (Professor of Litera- 
ture, Bristol University) is President, with Canon Talbot, 
Professor Leonard, and Professor Gerothwhol  vice- 
presidents, and the Rev, Tabor Davis treasurer, The 
secretary, Miss J, P. Nott, Felixstowe, Clifton, would be 
glad to give information to local inquirers, 

or information respecting the following Centros, apply 
to the local secretaries, whose names are attached |- 

Lewinam: Mr, W. A. Backett, 58, Boyne Road, 
Lewisham, 8.8. 

Guascow: Miss May Lindsay, Barnfield, Hamilton, N.B, 

Dumenia and Gattoway: Miss Johnstone Douglas, 
Comlongon Castle, Ruthwell, NB, 

Norrinowam: Miss Eva Martin, St, Kilda, Carrington, 
Notts 

Piyvmourn: Miss Archer, Naton Hall, Plymouth, 

Monrasux: Mr. Harold Monro, La Liguiere, Chand, 
Vaud, Switserland, 

[Centre seeretaries would oblige by sending reports for 
publication in the Journal not later than the last Baturday 
in the month, | 
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A LECTUR’ ON 
Some of ROBERT BROWNING’S POEMS on 
ART and MUSIC 
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"Mr, Rowhotham’s fan unating pagen,|'=- Spectator, 
"Mr, Rowbotham is the only living English epic — 
—Hasaar, 
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DUNCAN MACDOUGALL, 
Teacher of Watural Methods of Voice Production 
and Blocution, 
Class or tndividual Training, 

A Dramatic Company has just been formed, with aime simi'ar 
to thone of the Poetey Keel al Moelety in another feild, Nominal 
ee, Vacancies for amateurs ard young professionals 
Kertrude Hobins, Axhiey Dukes, Mervard Hhaw, and Bhakerpeare 
wider rehearal, Works by et, john ankin, Haupt, 
liven and others follow, Prospectus on application, Vor 

vouln of » 16d, 


t 
rhieulara write | Heudio 
aford Wtree , Oxford Clraus, W, 


Mr. ROBERT STEPHENSON, B.A., 


20, BAKER STREET, W. 
(Actor, Vocalist, Entertainer, and Pugil of 
Mr. Edward Iles) 


Teaches the right use of the S;eaking Voice, 
Prospectus and “ Few Words" on application, 


ELIJAH: AN ASCENT, 


By J. PRITCHARD. 


“Fine qualities of emotion and rhythm,” 
~~Times, 
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Fit, he sandwichinan, the glory girl of the Salvation Army," 


oy, There are in this little book verses which echo Hood, '~/riss 
Times, 


"The humour of the * 
Manchester Guardian. © poems is both genuine and kindly, 


" His command of words, his skill In rhythe and rhyme, his fund of 


—— thon, all contribute to ma o these songs well worth the 
18 lovers of poet y,"—Aberdeen Daily Journal, 
DAVID NUTE. 9100, LONG AORE, W.0. 
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will be given in the Theatre of 
KING'S COLLECE, STRAND, W.C, 
(by kind permission of the authoritics), 
On Friday, — 4th, at 6 p.m, 


y 
F. 5. BOAS, Kew, M.A, LL.D., &e,, 
Vice-President of the Poetry Societys 
Chairman: SIR FRANK MARZIALS, C.B, 
Members’ Tickets, Two for 1/:, 
Non-Members, Two for 2/6, to be obtalned from 
the Poetry Society, Clun House, Surrey St., W.C, 


As this Lecture will be particularly irte‘esting and 
valuable a large attendance is desired, Members are 
requested to make it known, 
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THE STUDY OF POETRY AND 
ELOCUTION, 


A READING pad TEACHING CENTRE, under the 
auspices of the Poetry Society, is conducted by Miss 
CLARA REED. at the LITERARY SALON, 4o, Sack- 
ville Street, Piccadilly, V. For terms apply to Miss 
CARTWRIGHT, at this address, or the Directors, The 
Postry Society, Clun House, Surrey Street, W.C, 

A th rough training is available in the study of Poetry and the in- 
telligent reading of verse, with due regard to emphasis and rhythm, 
and the Poetry ine ning, and special Cheses will be held jor members 
desiring to qualifying as Recit. rm, teachers, and Lecturers, 

Perio.icul Exami ations of Reciters and Auditions of Readers will 

o held, and recitals will be given at the Salon to introduce qualined 
bupils, A Reading Circle will aiso be held, 
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The Poetry Society. 


Founded as the Poetry Recital Society to promote a more general recognition and 
appreciation of Poetry by encouraging the public and private reading of it and 
developing the art of speaking verse. 





President: Tue Ricur Honovras_e LORD COLERIDGE. 
VicesPresidents: 


Mr. William Watson, 
Lady Strachey. 

Lady Bosanquet, 

Lady Symon. 

Mr. Maurice Hewlett. 
Professor Cowl, 

Professor E, de Selincourt, 
Mr, Kdmund Gosse, 
Professor V. & Boas, 

Dr. Ramsey Collis, 

Miss Irene Osgood, 
Professor Skeat, 

‘he Rev, F. de W, Lushington, 


Won, Director: Mn. GALLoway Kyun, 
Won, Bolicitor: 8, Watson, Paq. Nouvente Srnnet, Lonvon, B.C, Treasurer: KR. HAMBLY, Bay, 
Mead Offices: CLun Hovsn, Sunnny Srnewt, STRAND, LONDON, W.C, 
SOanhera: Wancnay Any Co.,, Lev, (timer Sram? BRANCH), 
Patrons and Honorary Members : 


The Hon, 1, Lyttelton, 
‘The Hev, Stopford Brooke, Miv Charles Elliott, K,.6.8.1, 
Adlomon J, Solomon, IA, Mr. Joseph Rowntree, 

Mra, Maxwell Davis, Mr, A, ©, Benson, 

The lev, It, TH. Horton, Mr, Arnold Bennett, 

Mr, Jolin Galaworthy, The Itev, Perey Dearmer, 

Mr, G. H, Hallam, Mr. Martin Harvey, 

Dr, Murnivall, Mr. Arthur Jolinatone Douglas, 
Arolideacon Minelaly, Mr. W, HL, Hudaon, 

Vrofessor Gilbert Murray, Mr, Mt, Jolin Adeook, 

Mr, Wiustace Miles, Mr, Ii. V, Lena, 

Mr, W, I, Lever, Mr. H, i, leving, 

Mr, 'T', Mturge Moore, Mr, Dante) Jones, 


The Lord Bishop of Durham. 
Lady Margaret Sackville. 
Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, 

Mr. F. R. Benson. 

Mr. G, K. Chesterton. 

Lady Lindsay, 

Miss Ellen Hepworth Dixon, 
The Hon, Mrs, A, Lyttelton, 
Sir Frank Marzials, €.B, 
The Rev, KR. L. Gales, 

Air KB. Shackleton, 

The Rev, Marevs Richards, 
Miss Marjorie Bowen, 


Sir Alfred East, P.R.B.A. 
Dr. Ronald Macfie, 
Mme. Raffalovich 
(Charlotte Mansfield). 
Mrs, Sydney Bradgate. 
Mrs, T. Eyre Macklin, 
Mr, George Milner. 
Mrs. Fitagerald Marriott, 
Hon, Mrs. Henniker Heaton, 
Lady Constance Leslie, 
Mr, George Macaulay Trevelyan. 


TH, Prinee and Princess Alexia 
Doelgouroulkl, 

The Dueless of Sutherland, 

The Marchioness of Londonderry, 

The Harl of Crewe, It,G, 

The Wight Hon, Lord Avebury, 

Haroness de Hertoueli, 

Mir Arthur Plaaro, 

Mra, Illa Wheeler Wileox, 

Professor Oscar Trownlng, 

Lard Portamouth, 

Mian Marie Corelll, 

The Key, Mather Henson, 


Air L, Alma:Tadema, 





Tuy Onno OF TH BOCTHTY, AN WTATHD IN TH CONATITUTION, Ann 


To promote, in the words of Matthew Arnold, adopted as a motto, “a clearer 
deeper sense of the best in poetry and of the strength and joy to be drawn from it,’ 


‘To bring together lovers of poetry with a view to extending and developing the intelligent interest in, and proper 
appreciation of, poetry, 

‘To form Jooal centres and reading circles and encourage the intelligent reading of verse with due regard to emphnate 
and rhythm and the poet's meaning, and to study and discuss the art and nilsson of poetry, 
To —* and hold private and public recitals of pootry. 
To Torm eubesnoletion foy the read 4 and atudy of the works of Individual poeta, 

To publish sueh poems by new writers as the Counell may deeide, and to offer preminma for poetry, and take such 
steps vs ay be deemed advisable from time to time to popularise interest in poetry and to aasiat th bringing about ''a 
poetic renaissanes,” 


To ertaliiah lesturesh (pe and publish a journal and celebrate and commemorate the birth and death-days of poets, 
and other literary anniversaries, 


The ordinary membership subseription is 6%, with an entrance fee of Qs, 6d,; for sehools and “ institutional centres" 
a rvedneed rate applies 

Honorary members (persona eminent in Mterature or otherwise distinguished who sympathise with the Moalety but 
are nob able to take an aotive part in ite work) and vieepresidents (presidents of Centres and distinguished active members) 
pay a minim membership anbeeription of one guinen per annum or a life membership fee of tan gulnenn, 

‘The Noolety ta intended to bind pootry-readers and lovers together throughout the English apenking world, forming @ 
desirable freemaronry, with poetry the fret and bent of all artoenn the conneating lnk, 

Hy menna of local Centres, membership te made active and effective, members meeting together under a President and 
Council for the reading and atudy of Pootry and co-operating with Headquarters in the general work of the Boolety, i 
member of the Boclety is a member of the Contre most convenient for him to attend, and & member of any Contre isa 
member of the Soolety as n whole and may attend any Contre meetings anywhere on giving notice to the Suoretary, ‘Thin 
Contre nystem carrion into effeot the idea of a pootionl freemasonry, & South Afriean mem Der Visiting or going to realde in 
ponren or South Australia or wherever the Hoolety has a branch belng weleomed by and becoming a member of the 
oonl group 

Centres or individual members not formed into groups maintain regulary communioation with the Head Office, from 
Which advice and direction may be obtained with respect to the formation, conduet and programme of Centre meetings, 
propaganda work, &e,, and each Contre is expected to hold ab least two public recitals per year with a view to interesting 
the seheral pablic and showing What an exquisite pleasure oan be derived from the intelligent reading and speaking of verre, 

The Soclety is the one body dealing with poetry as an ethical and eultural influence of the —22 importance, 
“redeeming from decay the vieltations of the divinity in man,” and seeks to bring mankind generally under ite influence, 

Ihe Soclety alao deala with elooution, and holds periodieal examinations of recitals and ‘audithona” of readers with @ 
view to seouring the adoption of better methods and greater attention being given to the technique of reading and speaking, 
It haw also under consideration a scheme for developing lt» work among sehools and colleges, 
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